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rich chains, which the Mayor of London with the
Senate, sitting on horseback at the little conduit
in Chepe, ware upon their bodies and about their
necks. I will not molest you with rehearsing the
rich arras, the costly tapestry, the fine cloths of
silver and of gold, the curious velvets and satins,
the pleasant silks, which did hang in every street
where she passed ; the wine that ran out of the
conduits, the gravelling and railing of the streets,
and all else that needeth not remembring."1 In
short, we may conclude that Katharine's passage
through London before her wedding was as
triumphal as the citizens could make it. Even
the common people knew that her presence in
England made for security and peace, and her
Lancastrian descent from John of Gaunt seemed
to add promise of legitimacy to future heirs to
the crown.
A long raised gangway of timber handsomely
draped ran from the great west door of St.
Paul's to the entrance to the choir. Near the
end of the gangway there was erected upon it
a high platform, reached by steps on each side,
with room on the top for eight persons to stand.
On the north side of the platform sat the King and
Queen incognito in a tribune supposed to be private ;
whilst the corporation of London were ranged on
the opposite side. The day of the ceremony was
the I4th November 1501, Sunday and the day of
St, Erkenwald, and all London was agog to see the
show. Nobles and knights from every corner of
the realm, glittering and flashing in their new
finery, had come to do honour to the heir of
1 Hall's Chronicle.